tance of serving and deserving any needy guests. (Athithi
Devo Bhava)

Nachiketa who waited at the doorstep of Yama for
three nights, was treated as a rare visitor and extended due
courtesy. Yama agreed to grant him three boons. The first
request of the young boy was that he should be with his
father agaiti. He is different from "other's who will ' normally
seek material comforts, should God appear before them. From
this emerges the Hindu concept of "Swarga". It is but a
a temporary shelter for good men to enjoy the fruits of their
actions of piety so long as they last and they have to return
to the world.

107. One should be sincere in performing duty

Each section of society has to perform its duties hone-
stly and sincerely if there should be harmony, peace and
progress. The Shastras lay great emphasis on adherence to
one^s "Swadharma", which means performation of duties
that have fallen to one's lot. The individual thereby not
only benefits himself but serves society as well. The word
^Dharma9'in Sanskrit connotes the entire gamut of one's
duties both secular and religious.

The familiar excuse being trotted out by the "busy"
modern man is that there is hardly any time for performance
of various religious rites enjoined on the householder by the
Shastras. Again, some of the ceremonies are expensive too.
If only a person cares to review his daily activities from the
time he gets up from the bed in the morning till he retires in
the night, he cannot but realise how much time he has been
wasting in idle gossip and useless trivialities. It cannot
escape his notice that he has been able to raise the needed
resources for various pleasures and different types of avoida-
ble wasteful expenditure. The fact of the matter is that
while the modern man is dead earnest and serious about
acquiring different things to enjoy the pleasures of life, he
woefully lacks earnestness in matters relating to Dharma, in
it$ turn, will protect a person who cares for it.
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